' SééSbns of Change

West Yellowstone's timeless-appeal-adds a new chapter 4y Randy Roberson

n December 15, 2009, West Yellowstone will once again
0 welcome winter visitors from throughout the county and
around the world. They will come, as they do each winter, to
see timeless wonders of nature, such as Old Faithful geyser, the
Grand (:;l!‘l[\’()ﬂ of the Yellowstone, wolves (if Lhcy are lLICk"f’)‘
and certainly the primal scenes of bison w;mdcring amid
columns of steam and snow-laden trees.

Yet for all its continuity, Yellowstone National Park has
witnessed plenty of change—nowhere more than in its winter
season. In West Yellowstone, the most popular gateway to the
world’s first national park and one of the world’s foremost
destinations for winter adventure, more visitors now arrive
with cross-country skis, snowshoes, cameras, and spotting
scopes, and they have a greater desire to learn about the Park,
to be a part of its protection.

Shifting Snow Beneath Our Feet
In a way, the changes have been a long time coming. A series
of back-and-forth rulings over snowmobile restrictions in
the Park have created uncertainty among tourists about what
they're allowed and not allowed to do. Visits via snowmobile
have 5ignif‘ic;1nt|}-' declined as a result. From December 2008 to
March 2009, for example, the National Park Service reported
that 13,985 visitors entered the Park through the West entrance
via snowmobile; that was about 26% lower than a year earlier.
As the times changed and visitors increasingly demanded
certain things that we were not providing, the last decade has
presented West Yellowstone and my fellow tour operators and
business owners with a series of significant challenges. One
challenge—and opportunity for West Yellowstone, as it turns
out—has simply been demographic. For tens of millions of Baby
Boomers, exercise has become a quality-of-life issue. Wanting to
be more physically active and interactive with the outdoors, these
Boomersare part of the increasing number of winter visitors who arrive
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Cross-country skiers near Lower Geyser Basin, YNP
in West Yellowstone with skis and snowshoes, wanting a different,
more active experience. To accommodate them, we are equipping
more snowcoaches with ski racks. Some snowcoach operators have

cxp;mdt;d their tour Ufﬂ‘rings to include ski and snowshoe outings.

Another shift in public demand has challenged not just West
Yellowstone but similar communities all over the nation that serve
as gateways to unique natural p];lcc.s;: visitors i|u.'rc;15i|1g]}-‘ want more
than simple access. They want to learn abourt these places and be
assured that the way in which they are visiting is helping protect fragile
resources for other visitors and for their children and grandchildren.
That's why many visitors now seek out tour operators who make
special efforts in visitor education and resource protection.

Here again, many West Yellowstone businesses have made huge
investments and are pmviding new services to visitors. Modern
snowcoaches and updated historic snowcoaches are helping to
protect Yellowstone’s air quality and the remarkable quiet that is
one of the Park’s most special winter qualities. Meanwhile, tour
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Ski the Season

West Yellowstone has long been famous as a hub for cross-country skiing
and hosts two awesome events every year that draw skiers from all over.
Closing out the winter tourist season is the 31st annual Rendezvous Ski
Race, held March 6. This event is part of the American Ski Marathon
Series, which is North America’s largest citizen-racing and touring series.
Racers of all ages and abilities can participate in a 2K, 5K, 10K, 25K, or
50K event. This year, the race could top 800 skiers. You'll be sure to see a
familiar face on the trail because the event is a must-do for cross-country
skiers in our region. For more information, check out
rendezvousrace.com or call 640-0465.

On March 20 and 21, the Equinox Ski Challenge
dares skiers to complete as many laps as they can
on the Rendezvous Ski Trails in the six-hour, eight-
hour, 12-hour, or 24-hour division. You can rally the
race alone or as part of an eight-person team. After
the race, join friends and competitors for a potluck
and all-night bonfire. A portion of the proceeds goes
to the West Yellowstone Ski Education Foundation
and Manaia Youth Programs, two Montana
nonprofits. You can also bring canned food for
the West Yellowstone Food Bank or volunteer
to help out with the race. For details, visit
equinoxskichallenge.com. —aveer partERsO

businesses have hired guides who work with the National Park Service’s outstanding
interpretive staff to provide visitors with more information about Yellowstone's
wildlife, geology, and history.
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winter access for visitors who use wheelchairs. Last winter, Yellowstone’s first ADA-
compliant snowcoach with a wheelchair lift went into use. West Yellowstone is also
developing more reliable over-snow access into the Park, even for those times when
snow does not adequately cover Yellowstone’s roads. Snowcoaches equipped with
rubber tracks can dependably travel roads even in very light snow, ensuring that
visitors who booked vacations well in advance and traveled great distances are able to
access and enjoy the Park.

Ski West

Yellowstone

Join Us for...
SPAM CUP
BIATHLON

RENDEZVOUS RACE
YOUTH SKI FES AL
EQUINOX SKI CHALLENGE

Your Trailhead to Adventure...

The most complete
Nordic Ski Shop in the
" Greater Yellowstone Area!
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Haven't Seen The
Bridger Cloud In A While?

Come Ski The
Snake River Plain Effect!

Centennial Moluntains Montana

Montana's Finest Hut Skiing!
(406) 570 -4025

www.skihellroaring.com
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